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About Young China Watchers
Young China Watchers (YCW) is a dynamic group of China-focused young professionals.
Through regular roundtables and talks with senior figures in academia, policy and business
communities, it provides an opportunity for individuals to interact and discuss the most
pressing issues emerging from China today. Through its fast-growing global network
consisting of 10 chapters and thousands of members, the organization seeks to foster the
next generation of China-focused thought-leaders.
YCW operates on an open membership policy, actively attracting all China-engaged and
policy-interested individuals. Its mission is to nurture a new community of people alert to
China’s growing importance in international affairs.
Expanding global network: YCW was first established in Beijing in the spring of 2010
and has steadily expanded its network to ten chapters, including Shanghai, Hong Kong,
London, New York, Singapore, Brussels, San Francisco, Washington and Berlin with over
4,000 members globally.
YCW carries out this ambitious agenda through both its Global Speaker Series and
Dinner Discussions, which aim to bring together local communities of members with
expert speakers in an informal setting.
Engaging YCW’s local communities: In addition to fostering local YCW communities
through its city chapters, YCW’s Global Editorial Team interviews leading experts and past
YCW speakers on leading China-related issues as well as features on outstanding young
professionals working on China across all topics and disciplines.
YCW’s Mentorship Programs in Beijing and London link members of the YCW
community with young professionals and graduate students at leading universities. Its
annual Pulse Survey examines the views of the global community of young professionals
engaged in China.
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About Lau China Institute, King’s College London
The Lau China Institute is a multi-disciplinary centre for the study of all aspects of China
and with partners across Greater China. It undertakes three core functions:
High quality teaching through masters and doctoral programmes: The Institute
currently has almost forty students in both categories, undertaking research in areas from
China’s globalisation to its political economy, culture, history and scientific traditions.
Extensive outreach through working in partnership with organisations in the business,
government, media and public realms. King’s sits at the heart of a global city and next to an
internationally important financial centre. Through its events, publications, policy seminars
and other activities, the Lau China Institute seeks to engage with these communities and
their expanding interests in China, and actively participates in the public debates on Chinarelated issues within the UK and globally.
Credible and high impact research: The Lau Institute seeks to support through
visiting researchers, academic partnerships in China as well as publication and
dissemination of clear, insightful and high-quality research. It has a particular interest in
promoting innovative, multi-discipline research and research that can be related to policy
outcomes.
The Lau China Institute aspires to be the strategic body at the heart of King’s College
London’s multi-faceted links with institutions, individuals and issues across Greater China.
It aims to be a global centre, at the global university, in a global city, on a global issue.
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Conference Agenda
Opening Remarks by YCW and Lau China Institute
•

James Tunningley, Head of YCW London, Civil Servant, UK Government

•

Dr Igor Rogelja, Teaching Fellow, Lau China Institute, King's College London

Keynote Speaker
•

Jonathan Fenby CBE, Chairman China, TSLombard and author
of “Will China Dominate the 21st Century?”

Panel 1: Science and Technology, Laying the Groundwork
•
•
•

Dr Matthieu Burnay, Associate Professor in Global Law, Queen Mary University
of London
Adam Knight, Co-Founder, Tong Digital & PhD Student, University of Leiden
Steven Jiawei Hai, PhD Student, Lau China Institute, King’s College London

Moderator: Frederick Ladbury, Director of Operations of YCW London,
Policy Analyst at Bank of England
Panel 2: Chinese Diplomacy and the Developing World, Friend or Foe?
•
•
•

Linda Calabrese, Research Fellow, Overseas Development Institute
Bill Hayton, Associate Fellow, Chatham House & Journalist, BBC
News
Kofi Gunu, Rhodes Scholar in International Relations, University of
Oxford

Moderator: James Tunningley, Head of YCW London, Civil Servant, UK Government
Panel 3: Society and Culture, Rise of China’s Millennials
•
•
•

Arnold Ma, Founder, Qumin
Yuan Ren, Journalist & Producer
Vincent Ni, Senior Journalist, BBC, Yale Greenberg World Fellow

Moderator: Sarah Montgomery, Director of YCW London, China Projects at Everledger
Closing Remarks
•

5

Michael Yip, Co-Head of YCW London, Civil Servant, UK Government

PRC at 70: Behind the Headlines

Awards Ceremony Agenda
Opening Remarks by YCW
•

James Tunningley, Head of YCW London and UK Government

Video Message
•

Video message from Young China Watcher of the Year Award Winner 2018 Oma
Lee, Fellow, Center for US-China Relations, Asia Society & Co-Chair, Beijing
Women’s Network

Keynote Speaker
•

Caroline Wilson CMG, Former Director Europe, UK Foreign & Commonwealth
Office and British Consul General to Hong Kong and Macao

Award Presentation and Acceptance Speech
•

Karoline Kan, 2019 Young China Watcher of the Year Award recipient

Closing remarks
•
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F

ollowing a successful 2018 conference, Young China Watchers (YCW) and King’s
College London’s Lau China Institute held their third annual global conference on
Saturday 2 November 2019. Over a half-day of panels and robust discussion in the
Great Hall of King’s College London, leading China experts and emerging young thinkers
analyzed issues around the theme: "PRC at 70: Behind the Headlines".
Speakers from China, the UK, France and Ghana joined nearly 100 attendees from the
academic, government, think tank, and business communities. The aims for the conference
were two-fold: to disseminate the latest thinking on Chinese politics, society and history to
the next generation of China-watchers in London; and to provide a forum to connect Chinawatchers and experts in relevant fields.

L: YCW’s James Tunningley introduces keynote speaker. R: Keynote speaker Jonathan Fenby CBE.

The day kicked off with a keynote speech delivered by Jonathan Fenby CBE, Chairman of
TSLombard and author of “Will China Dominate the 21st Century?” To set the scene, Fenby
quoted President Xi Jinping’s September 2019 speech: “No force can stop the Chinese people
and the Chinese nation,” and China will undergo “all manner of struggles” before it becomes
a “powerful socialist country.” Fenby said that these quotes epitomize the mixture of selfconfidence and concern which characterize today’s China.
Fenby zoned in on the past seven years of Xi’s rule, during which China has reasserted itself
as a great power. He noted that Xi insists that rule by the Chinese Community Party is the
only path forward for the Chinese nation, and as a result the Chinese leadership is set on
tightening control at home and resisting pressure from the U.S. in the ongoing trade war.
Fenby noted that a mixture of confidence and concern need to be viewed as the major aspects
of the conference theme. Adopting a historical perspective, he said that the PRC has always
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been in evolution, and the old Manichean dichotomy was between those who saw a rising
China and those who believed it would collapse. Fenby said that such a dichotomy is no longer
accurate, as it’s implausible to think that China will retreat amid a stellar combination of
commercial and political clout.

Keynote speaker Jonathan Fenby CBE

Fenby concluded by noting that, as China’s global influence rises, so does global concern
about its aims and motives. In the U.S. China faces bipartisan suspicion, with the latest Pew
Research Survey indicating that the number of people in the U.S. with unfavorable views of
China grew from 47 to 60 percent in a year.
An invigorating Q&A touched on human rights issues in China, the EU-China relationship,
and whether Fenby is optimistic about the path that China is forging.

Panel 1: Science and Technology
YCW Director of Operations Frederick Ladbury set the tone for the day by asking the first
panel which technology stories were overlooked in the headlines in 2019, and what the
biggest misconception was when it came to technology in China.
Associate Professor in Global Law at Queen Mary University of London, Dr Matthieu
Burnay, began the discussion by explaining that a myth about China is that it is on its own
when it comes to data protection rules, especially when it comes to the so-called 2016 ‘China
cybersecurity law’. He said that in practice several developing nations use a similar approach
to their Internet governance. Burnay noted that the audience should not forget that when
China introduced data localization rules in 2016, it negatively impacted the country’s exports.
Adam Knight, Co-Founder of Tong Digital and PhD Student at the University of
Leiden, spoke about the techno-Orientalism permeating discussions in the China technology
scene. He explained that there were misconceptions in the Western world about China’s tech
capabilities. He noted the top-down approach of the government meant that policies do not
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necessarily filter down to lower levels of government. Knight said that the West often projects
its own fears and anxieties about tech onto China, although it deals with similar issues in its
tech sector. He also noted that the assumption that Chinese citizens do not care about privacy
is both an incorrect and grossly generic view told hold about 1.4 billion people.

L: Panellists Adam Knight, Matthieu Burnay, Steven Jiawei, Frederick Ladbury. R: Frederick Ladbury.

The third panelist, Steven Jiawei Hai, a PhD Student at the Lau China Institute at King’s
College London centred his remarks around how the Chinese government creates legislation
and standards in the technology sector. Steven commented that in reality Chinese technology
companies have a lot more sway over government policy than they are often given credit for.

L: Matthieu Burnay, Steven Jiawei. R: Adam Knight, Matthieu Burnay.

Panel 2: Chinese Diplomacy and the Developing World
Head of YCW London and UK Government James Tunningley began the second panel by
challenging panellists to examine the role of China in the developing South, an area he saw as
a lesser-examined area of China’s diplomacy. He noted that China has a long history with the
third world, noting both the 1955 Bandung conference and China’s participation in the Non-
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Aligned Movement. Tunningley asked panellists whether China has a strategy when it came
to the developing world, and how local populations view Chinese investment and business
operations, such as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

L: Linda Calabrese. R: James Tunningley.

Research Fellow, Overseas Development Institute Linda Calabrese began by noting that it
is important the West moves beyond the debt-trap diplomacy narrative regarding China’s
role in developing countries. Western actors must comprehend the Chinese approach as
combining economics and government policy, and differing with different companies.
Calabrese explained that for non-resource rich countries, engaging a Chinese company may
be one of the only feasible options. She noted that the 2019 World Investment Report detailed
that the US, UK and France mostly invest in extractives and finance, while China and its
businesses are more diversified in their investments as their portfolios include
manufacturing and infrastructure.

L: Kofi Gunu. R: Panellists.
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Rhodes Scholar Kofi Gunu said that China does not have a grand strategy when it comes to
the developing world, and the so-called ‘debt trap’ is a conspiracy. He explained that the
number of actors involved in China’s projects in Africa, and the clear lack of central
coordination of such actors, indicates that no real strategy exists. Gunu also highlighted that
tensions within the Chinese bureaucracy further indicate that a grand strategy is a myth. For
instance, he noted that the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs is pushing for a more benign
policy of development-oriented projects in Africa, while the Chinese Ministry of Commerce
prefers to see more Chinese businesses operating in Africa.

L: Bill Hayton. R: Bill Hayton, Linda Calabrese, Kofi Gunu, James Tunningley.

Rounding off the discussion, Bill Hayton, Associate Fellow at Chatham House and
Journalist at BBC News, brought a Southeast Asian lens to the China story. He noted that
from 1990 to 2015, the world saw a Southeast Asia that firmly heading in a liberal direction.
However, 2015 was an inflection point where the region started moving towards
protectionism and populism. When asked how Southeast Asia views the BRI, Hayton
remarked that their views fall under three distinct headings of ‘Need, Greed and Fear’.
Southeast Asia needs infrastructure which cannot be met by traditional lenders such as the
World Bank, so local leaders welcome Chinese investment. Hayton summarised that
increased transparency could appease fears that the local people feel about Chinese
investment in their region.

Panel 3: Society and Culture
Director of YCW London and China Projects at Everledger Sarah Montgomery explored
how China’s millennials see the world and the impact they are having both in China and the
rest of the world. She asked panellists to explore patriotism among China’s young people and
the misconceptions that surround Chinese students who study abroad in Western countries.
Founder of Qumin Arnold Ma opened the discussions by remarking that China’s generation
of young people are moving from creators to influencers, and that their influence is felt across
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China and the world. He noted that every five to 10 years there is a new generation of social
media. In his reply to an audience question regarding how activism is perceived by Chinese
millennials, Ma noted that expression by Chinese millennials is different to the West; it is
low-key whereas Western expression is more overt and obvious.

L: Panellists Vincent Ni, Yuan Ren, Arnold Ma, Sarah Montgomery. R: Arnold Ma, Sarah Montgomery.

Journalist and Producer Yuan Ren began her remarks by saying that she would be keen to
see more young women in China talking about feminism from a Chinese perspective, as its
different to the western notion of feminism. In her reply to an audience member’s query on
whether British-born Chinese millennials or American-born Chinese millennials have more
in common with Chinese millennials today, Ren noted that British-born Chinese are trying
to improve their language skills but it remains a barrier to entry. She summarized that if a
British-born Chinese could not read the Chinese language then they could not fully immerse
themselves in Chinese culture.

L: Yuan Ren. R: Vincent Ni, Yuan Ren, Arnold Ma, Sarah Montgomery

Senior Journalist at BBC and Yale Greenberg World Fellow Vincent Ni explained that
China's millennials include many different subsets due to different geographies, incomes and
proximity to major cities amongst other factors. He noted that the so-called "rising" of
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millennials could be more representative of social class than age. When speaking about the
Chinese Government’s relationship with millennials, Ni suggested that China renew its social
contact with parts of its population. He said that the new contract should not just target urban
business elites, but also millennials and Generation Z. Ni finished his remarks by saying that
he thinks that the Party is not prepared for the future of its millennials, and will need to
understand the wants and needs of its millennials.

L: Vincent Ni. R: A member of the audience asks a question.

Closing Remarks
A comprehensive and successful 2019 YCW conference came to an end with closing remarks
from Michael Yip, Co-Head of YCW London and Civil Servant in UK Government.

L: Michael Yip. R: Vincent Ni, Yuan Ren, Arnold Ma, Michael Yip.
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Young China Watcher of the Year Awards Ceremony
YCW is thrilled to announce that Karoline Kan is the winner of the 2019 Young China
Watcher of the Year Award. She is being recognized for her contributions to telling her story—
and the story of Chinese millennials—to an international audience. Kan is the Beijing editor
at China Dialogue and author of “Under Red Skies: Three Generations of Life, Loss, and Hope
in China,” an account of Karoline’s family that covers three generations.
Our panel of judges—Jamil Anderlini, Kerry Brown, Duncan Clark, Juliana Liu, and
Mimi Zou—was impressed by Kan’s commitment to sharing a more nuanced perspective of
China, which they viewed as especially important in a world where China-related headlines
are dominated by suspicion and disagreements between government officials. Our judges
noted that Kan is breaking new ground as a Chinese national making significant waves well
beyond China, playing an important role in deepening the world’s understanding of China.

L: Karoline Kan, Caroline Wilson CBE. R: Karoline Kan.

Opening Remarks and Video Link
James Tunningley commenced the awards ceremony by thanking both the Young China
Watcher of the Year’s esteemed judging panel and recognizing the shortlisted candidates The
audience then heard from 2018 Young China Watcher of the Year, Oma Lee, via video link.

Keynote Address and Acceptance Speech
Caroline Wilson presented Kan with the award. In her acceptance speech Kan remarked
that she once thought that in order to a China-watcher one must be a foreigner. Kan expressed
her happiness that China now has its own cohort of independent Chinese authors, who are
telling China’s story to the world. She said it was important that Chinese voices speak directly
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to the world about China, and added that YCW is an important vehicle which allows emerging
young China watchers to connect and bring about a better understanding of China.

L: Post-award drinks. R: Karoline Kan, Caroline Wilson.

Kan added that she has lived in China for 30 years and learns something new about her home
every day. She said that although she and other Chinese journalists face difficulties in their
roles, she knows that telling the story of the common every day person is vitally important.
Kan noted that YCW faces a similar imperative in understanding a modern China which is
constantly undergoing change, and explaining it to the world.
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